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~ren J. Bezlin
Office of Legislative Affairs

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find correspondence from several of our
constituents regarding proposed increases of VHF boating licensing
fees.

I would appreciate it if you respond directly to our
constituent with a copy to our office. If you have any questions,
please contact Victoria Anderson at our Washington office located
at 517 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, (202)
224-5274.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Connie Mack
United States Senator
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peter stephens
2130 Dyan Way

Maitland, FL 32751

March 2, 1994

Senator Connie Mack
517 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Mack,

•

It has just come to my attention through my membership in Boat/US
Reports March Issue, that the FCC is considering raising the fee
for licenses to operate VHF radios. I have no problem paying the
current $35.00 fee for the license. The proposed $110.00 fee is
totally out of line with what should be charged.

I recently used my marine radio to call for assistance when my boat
became beached on a sand bar in the Florida Keys. The tide had run
out, and I was facing the possibility of having to stay out in the
open for at least 8 hours until the tide came back in. It would
have been after midnight, and I don't know if you have ever
experience the agony of the Florida saltwater mosquito, but I doubt
it would have been Dleasurable out on the sand bar after dark. With
my marine radio, I was able to summon help through the Coast Guard
station on Key West, for which I was extremely grateful. If I had
to pay more than the current fee, I would probably not have had the
radio with me or would have been considered a felon for using the
radio to summon help.

Please do not let the FCC raise the fee for operator licenses. I
fear that this will lead to a catastrophe that could be prevented
if the fee was left as it is instead of increasing it. Don't make
felons out of us over something as stupid as a licensing fee for
something that saves lives.

S i ?Jc.ere 1y ,i /
1c~~"\....------~

Peter Stephens



The proposal. by the FCC. to raise the license fee for marine VHF
radios to $110 is ridiculous. There is no way I could afford that
fee. and I sure can't afford the fine for transmitting without a
license. So if the fee is raised above $35 I won't be able to use
my radio. I'm a recreational boater and a member of the Coast
Guard Auxiliary. Without use of a VHF radio I will not be able to
assist the Coast Guard as I presently do at least once a week.

/} aJ4~L
1128 Pin Oak Circle
Niceville. Fl 32578
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sen. Connie Mack
2 41 Dirkson Senate Office Bldg.
washington. DC 20510
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Sen. Connie Mack
51 7 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington. D.C. 20510-0903

28 February 1994

Dear Sir:

It is my understanding that the Federal Comminication Commission is
considering increasing the user tees for VHF radios on recreational boats
fran the current S35 to SIlO. In my opinion this increase would result in
many boat owners doing without VHF radios in their boats. Many people
would no longer be able to receive weather updates. this could result in the
loss of life. Because tewer people would have radios someone's call for help
may go unanswered and the result could be loss of life.

Simcerely

~4d'~~4~
Gra¥LIri~~
1600 Vega Ave
Merritt Island, F132953

CC: Sen. Ernest Hollings
Chairman Senate Commerce Committee
U.S. Senate
Washington.D.C.20510

Rep. Jim Bacchus
431 Cannon House Office Bldg
Washington. D.C. 20515-0911

Rep. John Dingell
Chairman Energy & commerce Committee
U,S. House of Representatives
Washington. D.C. 20515



March 4, 1994

Senator Connie Mack
1342 Colonial Blvd, Suite 27
Ft. Myers, FL 33907

Dear Senator Mack:

I recently read in the March 1994 issue of
Boat/U.S. "Reports", that the cost of an FCC
license to operate a VHF marine radio could go
from $35.00 to $110.00 effective April 1, 1994.

As a boat owner over the last 25 plus years, I
have always owned and used a properly licensed
marine radio. First with the original AM Band
until it was banned in U.S. waters, then with
the present VHF Band. I consider my VHF radio
the most important safety device on my boat and
I use it frequently for my own benefit, i.e.
weather, radio telephone, and occassional
assistance, as well as to help others on the water.

I am adamantly opposed to this outrageous and
unwarranted increase in "user fee". If this
proposed increase is approved, Congress will deal
a severe blow to marine safety. Many boat owners
will not take existing VHF radios aboard their
boats and many new boat owners will not purchase
VHF radios because of this excessive "user-fee".
what a tradegy it would be if a boating family
were lost at sea and unable to call for help.
Why would Congress want to penalize the very people
they should be helping?

Take the advise of the United States Coast Guard
and reject this unjust fee and help us maintain
resonable ability to obtain help and information
on the water when needed.

Sincerely,

u..twl~
Robert E. Watson
2296 Lemon Street
St. James City, FL 33956
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